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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

LICENSING HEARING PANEL

Held on Wednesday, 7 March 2018 at 10.00 am in
Norfolk Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham

PRESENT
Mr K. Martin (Chairman)
Mr P. R. W. Darby

Mr K.S. Gilbert
Mr W. R. J. Richmond (Substitute Member)

In Attendance
Sarah Wolstenholme-Smy
Tiffany Bentley
Leanne Neave

- Solicitor
- Licensing Officer
- Democratic Services Officer

Action By

33/17 APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies for absence.

34/17 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

35/17 PROCEDURES 

The procedures were explained. It was also explained that the 
reserve member would remain in the room but could not take part 
in discussion.

36/17 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Resolved that under Section 100 (A) (14) of the Local Government 
Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for 
the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 1 
and 2 of schedule 12A to the Act.

Part B – the item from which the press and the public are 
excluded.

37/17 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE / 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCE 

The Chairman introduced the Panel members and officers in 
attendance and explained the procedures. 

The Licensing Officer presented the report in respect of an 
application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire driver licence, that 
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application having disclosed certain information which required 
this to be referred to the Panel. 

The Applicant gave an explanation of the circumstances 
surrounding the various matters referred to and the members 
asked the applicant questions. 

The Applicant and the Licensing Officers left the room whilst the 
panel made their determination. They were invited back to hear 
the decision. 

The Committee confirmed that they must consider each case on 
its own merits and took into account a number of factors. The 
Applicant must be a fit and proper person to hold the licence. The 
Applicant must be a person of trust, the principle consideration is 
whether or not the property or wellbeing of the public may be at 
risk. Public safety is the paramount consideration. 

The Panel considered the unspent conviction from 2016 and 
heard the circumstances surrounding that. The Panel also 
considered the Applicants history. Finally the Panel took into 
account the fact the Applicant was to be employed by a reputable 
Taxi Company and therefore considered that the Applicant was a 
fit and proper person and the Licence was granted. 

RESOLVED that:

having regard to all the information presented the application for 
the grant of a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Drivers Licence in 
accordance with the Local Government (miscellaneous provisions) 
Act 1976, the Town and Police Clauses Act 1847 and the current 
Breckland Council Taxi policy be approved.  

38/17 CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF 
A HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCE. 

Application withdrawn before the hearing.

The meeting closed at 10.45 am

CHAIRMAN


